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Editorial

Hampshire Antiques M akeover

Spring has sprung and we have got into the seasonal spirit by changing thingsaround to givethe store
anew look. Onyour next visit you might almost feel you have entered anew store!

To get thisnew |ook we have moved the books from the front of the storeto the back and, by doing
s0, have culled out the sel ection of new titlesto stock specialized bookson collecting. Weare also now
offeringanew feature: asearch for out-of-print titlesthat are hard to get. Thejewellery counter hasbeen
moved along with the cash desk to the center front of the store thus opening up much moredisplay space
for furnitureand paintings. Our inventory isnow becoming more selective althoughwewill still havefive
cabinetsfull of smal antiques.

All of theaboveisaresponseto the huge changethat has occured to the antiques business during the
past fiveyears. Sadly, inapost 9/11 world the old 20th century businessmodel for an antique shop no
longer works. It hasbecomean age of selectivity in targeting both stock and customersfor it. Competition
for fashionabl e antiquesis now amuch more expensive, intense, and moretime consuming operation than
eve.

L uckily, through our range of worldwide contacts, wearestill coming up withinteresting and unique
itemsfor you asthefollowing photographsamply testify. Welook forward to seeing you againin the shop
inthecoming spring and summer months.

Real Estate Boom

The current real estate boom in the Vancouver areacontinues unabated. Pricesof bothresidential
and commercial propertiesseem to bedefying theforcesof nature. Itischangingthelandscapesignifi-
cantly on Granville Street with Corporate Canadathinking it hasanother Robson Street inthemaking. This
thinking ishizarrein the extremeaswedon’t have hundreds of thousands of hotel guestsand officework-
erswithinafew blockstojustify thisspeculation. Wedo enjoy thevisitsof inquisitivetouristsbut mostly it
isloca people and then only when they can find aplaceto park their cars.
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Unfortunately, most of these new stores
are branches of chain storesthat you see
everywhereelse. Sothereisnothing new or
terribly interesting about these guysonly that
they have deep pocketsto absorb lossesif
they haveto for the prestige of having their
name on Granville Street. By moving onto the
street they are displacing businessesthat have
been herefor decades and have madeit the A superb Victorian Side/Hall Tablein Burr Walnut with
interesti ng shoppi ng experi encethat it so far detailed inlay work in ebony and box wood; ¢.1865. U.S.A
isbut the futurelooksin doubt. $7.500.00CDN $6,450.00USD

In oneweek recently welearnt that Vancouver hasthe 12th highest commercial leaseratesin
theworld and that our lease would be doubling this spring over what it wasfive years ago.
Taxes are ahuge component of thiswith the City of Vancouver charging businessesthe highest
ratesin the country. So it isnot asurpriseto see changes amongst long established businesses
like Harrison Gallerieswho moved to downtown, Minaret Carpets (our old neighbours) selling
their building and calling it quitsfor now and our neighbours, Shaugnessy Antiques selling their
building and planning amove acrossthe street.

TheYear in Review

Anyonetravelling around anywherein thewesternworld will have noticed that many generd antique
shopsand mallshave smply disappeared. They havefallen prey to acombination of factorsbut mostly the
death blow has comefrom the growth in theinternet. Much of their type of merchandise can befound
online and, because bedroom sellershave no overheads or taxesto pay, they can sell for less. Therevolu-
tion here has comefrom buyers buying from computer imagesand not seeing it or handlingitintheflesh so
astospeak. Thisisthedirect oppositeway of how thingsused to work in the antiquesbusiness. Theold
way still work with serious collectorshowever. A survey of themembersof theB.A.D.A.in England
recently showed that the effect of theinternet ontheir saleswasnegligible- lessthan 4 per cent of their
saleslast year wereinternet driven.

Itisthe highend of the market that makesall the newstoday with the headlinesnow read of huge
amountsbeing spent on Russian, Chinese, and modern material. A Russianimpressionist paintingsolda
few monthsago for morethan ten timesitsauction estimate. Much Russian art hasgone up 300 - 500 per
centinthepast fiveyears. Imperial Chinese porcelain aong with other raritiesisonthesametrack. Itis
often routinefor paintings produced during the past 50 yearsto passin the $1,00,000 mark. Indeed, with
rapidrisesinvaluelikethese, theart market is starting to resemble the stock market in nature.

Whereisall thisbig money being spent? Well, for dedersitisincreasingly not so muchintheir shops
but at shows. Probably the most significant antique show of them all istheoneheldin Maastricht, Holland,
the 19th version of which hasjust concluded. Dedlersbringtheir finest examplesto display to an audience
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of seriouscollectorsand museum personnel. Theairportisfull of privatejetsand, asusual, thebig money
wasinthepaintings. ThedeaersNoortman alone sold morethan thirty paintingsworth nearly 20 million
Euros. Out of some 215 exhibitors, 96 of them were concerned with art. Thefair isstrong on old master
paintingsbut moveswith thetimes. Thisyear apparently therewere moreexhibitorsof Asian antiques
which sold very well, demonstrating the strength of thissector of the market.

Thereluctance of many U.S. collectorstill havetotravel overseas
meansthat deadlershavetotravel tothem. Many English dealersnow
makethetrek to New York and Floridaand the B.A.D.A. isholding
itsfirst AntiquesFair inthe New York next year in January whichwill
coincidewith the Winter Antiques Fair and other major showsat that
time. Thereisno questionthat collectorslovean event and high
profilefairsareclearly theonly way to profitability for many dedlers.
Theonly fairsof thistype of sgnificance onthe\West Coast areonly
avallableinCdifornia. Thereis, incredibly, nomgjor fairsatal in
Vancouver that feature all the Granville Street antique dedl erswith

An antique Chinese carved o .
Horn Sruff Bottle their highend merchandise.

$595.00CDN  $510.00USD

Thebig two auction houses are about to state their best
profitsin recent yearsmuch of which has been contrib-
uted by their recent modern and contemporary art sales
which broke many recordsin February and March.
These are paintingsyou won't seein antique shopsas
many of theartistsaredtill living and the paintingsquite
recent. A Damien Hirst (b.1965) heart shaped pink
painting with butterfliesmeasuring8' 3’ x 8 3” dating
from 1996 sold for alittlelessthanamillion. Another
surprising ‘art’ statisticwasasmall 9” x 6” pieceof
paper with typewriting all over it by Carl Andre
(b.1935) cdled untitled (The secret world of Frank
Stella) sold for an INCREDIBLE U.S. $110,000.
Much stereotyped traditional artisnow being eclipsed
by thistype of ‘ new-age-art’ with standard Victorian &
Edwardian paintingsdrifting downwardsin priceand
themoderninascent. Therearedwaysfedingsof
wonder O,r disbelief whenfol qui hg current art make.t 'Demeter, the Goddessof Corn'. A BRONZE FIGURE
trends. I’ m not too surewhat it takesto bein tunewith GROUP (Demeter isoneof thetwelve great Olym-
themodernsasthankfully, | canonly feel at homewith pian Gods).

theoldiesand goodies!

France, Circa. 1860's, 32" High.
$18,000.00CDN  $15,550.00USD



Avery rareBUFFALO HORN upholstered A 'Bronzed' FIGURE GROUP of two hunters

Armchair. (Upholstery old but not originad.) intraditional 19th century European sporting
Circa. 1860s- 1870's; North American Mid- garb setinashooting position. French fabri-
West.Dimensions. 28" x 26" ; Height: 42" cationmark. Circa. 1900
$18,500.00 CDN  $16,200.00 USD FORRENTAL ONLY

$2,800.00 CDN  $2,450.00 USD

19th Century Small Three Drawer Military

A grandlakesidewildlife scene of two moosein Duluth,
Chest, conversion. Height: 30"

Minnesotaby Austrian-American artist Feodor von
Luerzer (1851-1913). OIL PAINTING on canvasin
$1,200.00 CDN  $1,055 USD original Gilt Frame. Signed and dated in 1907.
Overdl Dimensions. 60" x 40"
$85,000.00 CDN  $74,000.00 USD



Moorcroft'Leaf & Berries Vase Moorcroft'Leaf & Berries signed Vase
England, c. 1930s; Height: 3.5" England, c. 1930s; Height: 5"

$295.00 CDN  $255.00 USD $595.00 CDN  $515.00 USD

Moorcroft'Ledt & Berries Cigarette Box Moorcroft two handled Vasein the‘ pomegranite
England, c. 1930 - 1950 pattern. Signed, England, c. 1920s

Dimensons 4.5"x3.25"x 1" $1,950.00 CDN  $1,720.00 USD
$175.00 CDN  $150.00 USD

Moorcroft 'Spring Flowers Plate Moorcroft 'Leaf & Berries Small Bowl
Signed, England, c. 1930 - 1950 ; Diameter: 9" England, c. 1930s; Diameter: 3"

$350.00 CDN  $305.00 USD $175.00 CDN  $150.00 USD
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A finepair of hand painted figural porcelain _'Ledaandthe Swan'
candleabra. Dresden, circa1950. A Meissen Figure Group ; Germany, ¢.1890.

$995.00 CDN  $865.00 USD $3,500.00 CDN  $3,050.00 USD

Moorcroft 'Spring Flowers Plate A fabulousFrench Gilt Bronze & Brass
Signed, England, c. 1930 - 1950 ; Diameter: 9" FIRESCREEN of arococo design. ¢.1910
$350.00 CDN  $305.00 USD Dimensions: 30" x 30"

$6,500.00 CDN  $5,650.00 USD

Walnut & surr vwainut Locktal Labinet with Anexceptional pair of SATINWOOD
two drawersand cupboard below; Signed. French styleArmchairs.Hepplewhite
England, Circa. 1930. Design, England, ¢.1870's
Dimensions. 26" x 46.5" x 18" Dimensions. 22" x 18" ; Height: 39"

$4,500.00 CDN  $3,950.00 USD $6,500.00 CDN  $5,600.00 USD



